
“I’m Begging You”
Galatians 4

Accept that you are a child of God if you can truly call God your Father (1-7)
Paul’s illustration leads to the application that before Jesus Christ, the people were “enslaved 

to the elementary principles of the world.” While there’s a lot of debate on exactly what Paul is talking 
about when he says “the elementary principles of the world,” one thing is clear: Paul was saying that 
before Jesus, they weren’t free! They were enslaved to a system or a way of doing things that didn’t 
accomplish anything in making right their relationship with the one, true God. But then Paul shares 
the good news! In God’s perfect time, He sent Jesus, who was His eternal, living Son. Jesus came to 
this earth as a man born under the law so that He could conquer the law for all mankind, making a 
way to redeem sinners from slavery under the law to sonship to the King over the law. The 
confirmation of God’s work of redemption is the fact that for those who put their faith in Jesus, the 
Father puts the Spirit of the Jesus into their hearts, giving them a confirmation and confidence that 
God is their Father. Paul pleads with them to accept who they are as God’s children through their faith 
in God’s Son.
1. In your heart, do you truly know that God is your Father? If so, what does that mean in terms of 

your relationship with God and His relationship with you?
2. Based on these verses, how is it possible to call God our Father? Is it based on what we have 

done or what God does for us? Can someone share their testimony of coming to truly see God as 
their good and loving Heavenly Father?

3. Paul re-emphasizes the gift of sonship that God gives us through faith in His Son. What all is 
implied in being a son or daughter of God? Make a list of some of the things that this involves.

4. Paul also re-emphasizes the fact that because we are children of God through faith, we are also 
heirs of God. What are the promises of God that we are heirs to?

5. Have a time of thanksgiving in prayer for God’s give of adoption through faith in Jesus and for the 
certainty of our inheritance because of God’s gift of the Spirit of Jesus in our hearts.

Accept that you’ll never go back to the way things were before Jesus came into your life (8-12)
Because they knew in their hearts that God was their Father through faith in Jesus, why would 

they ever want to go back to being a slave? Why would they want to return to the things that never 
worked to accomplish what they now had in Jesus? Why would anyone do this after coming to know 
Jesus? More than that, Paul emphasized the fact that the only way that they truly knew God was 
because God first knew them. God knew them, pursued them and revealed Himself to them in Jesus 
Christ. After all that God has done for them in Jesus, why would they go back? Paul tells them to 
become as he was because he had become as they were. Paul was saying that because of Jesus, he 
no longer was acting like a Jew, relying on works of the law and trying to earn God’s favor in his life? 
He was pleading with them to become as he is and not who he was before Jesus came into his life.



1. Make a list of “the elementary principles of the world,” or the ways that things work in other 
religions and in this world in terms of establishing relationships and finding favor with others.

2. How is Paul saying that our relationship with God is different than these elementary principles of 
the world?

3. Do you struggle with going back to the way things were before you found Jesus?
4. What does Paul mean when he says that we were God knew us first? What is the significance of 

this in your relationship with God? What is the significance of this in Paul’s whole argument about 
God’s grace in our relationship with Him? How is this truth important in personal evangelism?

Accept God’s truth because that’s what God uses to grow the character of Christ in you 
(13-20)

Paul’s confused. He can’t understand why the people who once received him and the truth of 
the Gospel are now rejecting him and the truth of Gospel. For Paul, this is a hill worth fighting for and 
worth dying on. He’s willing to confront them on these issues because Paul is only interested in one 
thing: Seeing the character of Jesus Christ grown in the hearts and lives of the Galatian believers. 
Paul knows that the only way that this will happen is if they stop rejecting and start receiving God’s 
truth about His glorious grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ.
1. Why do you think it’s hard to sometimes accept some of the difficult truths of God’s Word, which 

don’t always line-up with the way that the world works or what we think might work?
2. Are there things in God’s Word that you struggle to accept in your life? If so, what and why?
3. What does accepting God’s truth, even when it doesn’t line-up with the way that the world works, 

encourage in our lives? How does this connect to Gal. 2:20? What are we called to live by?
4. When we live by faith in God’s Word and His grace, how does God use that to grow the character 

of Jesus in us?
5. Pray for each other for the grace and strength to fully accept God’s truth in faith in our lives.

Accept that God’s grace frees you to truly be free to live for Him in your life (21-31)
In this allegory, a key concept is freedom. As the offspring of Abraham and heirs to the 

promise, the believers had been born again into freedom. They had been released from slavery to 
sin. They had been released from being enslaved by the elementary principles of the world. Through 
faith in Jesus Christ, they had been released or freed by God’s grace so that now — by faith — they 
were free to truly live for God! Paul’s pleading with the believers to understand this so that they won’t 
do things in their lives that would be counterproductive to the freedom that God has given them 
through their faith in Jesus.
1. Why is the emphasis on God’s supernatural and sovereign work in fulfilling His promise so 

important? What are the implications of this for our understanding of how God’s grace works in 
our lives? What are the implications of this for why a works based system doesn’t work with God?

2. What does it mean that we are free? What are we freed from through our faith in Jesus? What 
does this freedom allow us to be free to do because of our faith in Jesus?

3. Can you identify one person who needs to know about the freedom that is available by God’s 
grace through faith in Jesus? Can you commit together to share this week with these people 
about the freedom that you have through your faith in Jesus Christ?


